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New topical issues

Policy

OECD Anti-Bribery
Convention peer
review

New Zealand is a party to the OECD’s Anti-Bribery Convention. New
Zealand generally denies a tax deduction for bribery of a foreign public
official, subject to an exception for small facilitation payments. These
are small amounts paid for the sole or primary purpose of ensuring or
expediting the performance of a routine action, for example releasing an
export consignment from a port. The making of small facilitation
payments is not a criminal offence in New Zealand.

Most countries deny a tax deduction for such payments. Australia and
the United States, like New Zealand, allow the deduction. Following a
recent peer review, the Ministry of Justice has been asked to consider
our compliance with the Convention in respect of this tax deduction. We
note that digitalisation, or other improvements, may have changed
practices in other countries so that payments are no longer regularly
made. Before responding to the peer review, we intend to work with the
Ministry of Justice and New Zealand Trade and Enterprise to understand
whether changing our rules would have an impact on affected New
Zealand businesses (primarily exporters). We will survey businesses as
part of this workstream. Our response to the OECD is due in September
2026.

Early Childhood
Education Funding
Review (Ministerial
Advisory Group)
information
release

On 17 March, the Ministerial Advisory Group for the Early Childhood
Education (ECE) funding review signed out the report summarising the
Group’s engagement with the ECE sector. The report provides a
summary of what the Group members heard during the Discovery phase
of the review as they consulted with parents, teachers, and ECE
providers.

Most parents are finding FamilyBoost claims relatively straightforward,
although a minority find it more difficult or need support. This aligns
with IR’s own customer survey last year.

The report notes wider concerns around ECE funding and support
products more generally. Some providers suggested FamilyBoost
funding should go to services as a credit on a family’s account. There
were also suggestions about alternative uses for FamilyBoost
investment such as redirecting to funding specific age groups or
increasing funding rates more broadly.

This report will be made public on the Group’s website on 27 March, and
the review is now moving into its option development phase.

We can provide the full report if requested.

Bills

Bill title

Taxation (Annual Rates for 2025-26, Compliance Simplification, and Remedial Measures) Bill

Current status

The Bill is scheduled to receive Royal assent by 31 March.




Upcoming reports
Policy

IR Reference Referral to and/or Description Cabinet paper Due to
action sought from (include date & Minister

Ministers committee) (Week ending)

[9(2)(9)(i)

IR2026/062 MoR: Agree Taxation and the not-for- | This report will provide final project 27/03/2026
profit sector: recommendations for all topics. 03/04/2026
MoF: Agree Recommendations

following targeted
consultation

9(2)(f)(iv)

BN2026/106 MoR: Note Information release for Proactive release for FBT rate decrease 27193/2026

review — LEG-26-SUB- for the January 2026 quarter. 03/04/2026
0029 Fringe Benefit Tax,

Interest on Loans




IR Reference Referral to and/or Description Cabinet paper Due to
action sought from (include date & Minister
Ministers committee) (Week ending)
6(a)
IR2026/088 MoR: Agree Officials' issues paper - Attaches the draft GST officials' issues ECO 17/04/2026
Current GST issues paper and Cabinet paper for the 18/05/2026
MoF: Agree Minister's consideration.
IR2026/096 MoR: Note, Refer to Final tax forecasts for Details of Treasury's final tax forecasts 17/04/2026
MoF 2026 Budget Economic for 2026 Budget Economic and Fiscal
and Fiscal Update Update
IR2026/097 MoR: Note, Refer to Tax monitoring report: Tax outturn monitoring report for March 01/05/2026
MoF Collections to March 2026 | 2026 with variances reported against
HYEFU2025
IR2026/098 MoR: Note Investment Boost work Update on Investment Boost 01/05/2026
programme update monitoring, stakeholder engagement,
MoF: Note

and potential policy updates




Enterprise and Integrity Services (E&IS), CCS-I, CCS-B, and TCO

Referral to and/or Description Legal Due to
IR Reference action sought from requirement Minister
Ministers (yes or no, (Week ending)
if yes when)
IR2026/077 MoR to approve and Vote Revenue: 2026 2026 Budget Economic and Fiscal Yes 17/04/2026
refer to MoF Budget Economic and Update report seeking approvals for
MoF to approve Fiscal Update for non- any appropriation changes required

departmental expenditure
appropriations

IR2026/070 MoF to approve Vote Revenue: 2026 2026 Budget Economic and Fiscal Yes 17/04/2026
MoSIT to approve and | Budget Economic and Update report seeking approvals for
forward to MoF Fiscal Update for he any changes to the appropriation
MoR to note Research and

Development Tax
Incentive appropriation




Current and expected external consultation

Policy
Project name Consultation Targeted or public Description
date consultation
Software as a service 17/11/2025- Public and Public consultation recently closed. We are due to have follow up meetings with
and software 31/03/2026 targeted submitters in March. Subject to Ministerial approval, there will be another round of
development consultation for proposals to be progressed in the 2027/28 taxation bill.
expenditure
Fiscal management Ongoing Targeted (CTG, We are supporting Treasury in consultation for the fiscal management approach.
approach ICANZ, Tax Law The first phase is documenting the existing approach as it applies to tax policy
Society) proposals. The second phase is consulting with the private sector on potential
improvements.

~24/04/2026- | Public This is an IR/Customs consultation on a proposed approved information sharing
AISA with Customs for 05/06/2026 agreement to share border movement information on Working for Families principal
Working for Families caregivers who go overseas for an extended period. Expected release dates are
customers subject to Ministerial and Cabinet approval of consultation material.
AISA with MSD Late April 2026 | Public Consulting on a proposed amendment of the existing AISA to enable MSD to use

IR’s PAYE salary and wage information to more accurately charge this income
against benefit payments, supported by increased automation and prescriptive rules
from July 2028. This was part of the Budget 2025 initiatives. The consultation will
last for four-to-six weeks. The expected release date is subject to Ministerial and
Cabinet approval of consultation material.

9(2)(f)(iv), 6(a)




Project name Consultation Targeted or public Description

date consultation

Current GST issues TBC Public Consulting on a range of current GST issues and on policy options to address them.
Topics include: 9(2)(f)(iv) business
conferences; solar-generated electricity exported back to the grid by residential
premises; dwellings and commercial dwellings; non-resident GST issues;
modernising the GST Act; finance leases; GST grouping; and error correction and
the time bar. Consultation will be in the form of an officials’ issues paper due to be
released in the second quarter of 2026, subject to Ministerial and Cabinet approval.

Regulatory TBC Public and Following informal targeted consultation, the MoR has agreed to release the issues
Intermediaries targeted paper for public consultation. Some work is required to finalise the paper before
Framework release.

9(2)(f)(iv)



TCO

Project name

Consultation date

Income tax - PIE income 05/03/2025 -
from land activities 15/04/2026
18(c)(i), 9(2)(ba)(i)

GST - Brokering and 27/03/2026
promoting of financial

products by intermediaries

GST - Reduced rate of GST | 27/03/2026

for residential
accommodation

18(c)(i), 9(2)(ba)(i)

Description

This considers whether income derived from developing land, dividing it into
lots and/or erecting buildings on the land for the purpose of sale is eligible
income for a portfolio investment entity under s HM 12 of the Income Tax Act
2007. It concludes that this income is eligible income under s HM 12.

This interpretation statement provides guidance about the circumstances in
which intermediaries or brokers involved in the supply of financial products
will make an exempt supply of financial services for GST purposes by
arranging (rather than advising on) any financial services. We are anticipating
some reaction as there are indications that some intermediaries or brokers
have not been following the interpretation set out in this draft guidance.

This interpretation statement considers the reduced value for a supply of
domestic goods and services in a commercial dwelling for more than 4 weeks.
This reduced value rule results in an effective GST rate of 9%. The time from
which the reduced value applies depends on whether the commercial dwelling
is a residential establishment and whether there is upfront agreement that the
domestic goods and services will be supplied for more than 4 weeks in total.




Upcoming meetings/events

Date Meeting/Events title

31/03/2026 Minister of Revenue meeting

31/03/2026 Meet: Multi-Ministers [regarding welfare reform]
01/04/2026 Meet: Katherine Rich (Business NZ)

01/04/2026 Meet: Hon Erica Stanford

02/04/2026 Meet & Greet: Inland Revenue Graduate Intake
20/04/2026 Joint Ministers Meeting with Minister of Finance - TSPWP
21/04/2026 Minister of Revenue meeting

22/04/2026 Meet: Public Service Commission (all portfolios)
28/04/2026 Minister of Revenue meeting




FOR MINISTER’S OFFICE USE

Official Information Act requests

MoR OIAs
Ref no. Date due to Statutory Requester Subject
MoR office deadline
MOIA 080-26 | 15/04/2026 |22/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Copy of IR2026/056:
[2601A2120] Preliminary evaluative
NBR assessment of the direct
effects of compliance
activities
CIR OIAs - For Minister’s office to note or consultation
Ref no. Date due to Statutory Requester Subject
MoR office deadline
260IA2018 Received 27/03/2026 | Charities Law Documents relating to the
minimum distribution
requirements topic in the
charities review and any
analysis done on problems
the rules imposing
minimum distribution
requirements were intended
to address
260IA2042 01/04/2026 | 02/04/2026 |9(2)(a) The number of FamilyBoost
payments per month and
NZ Herald the number of households
who received the full $75
weekly payment each week
from July 2024 to date
260IA2046 02/04/2026 07/04/2026 NZ Taxpayers Data on the processing of
Union IRD number applications
260IA2089 09/04/2026 | 16/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Documents written by IR
about 'cash wages' as a
NZ Herald form of money laundering
260IA2089 15/04/2026 | 16/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Documents written by
Inland Revenue about ‘cash
NZ Herald wages’ as a form of money
laundering
260IA2096 13/04/2026 | 20/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Copies of BN2026/042,
BN2026/060, and
Labour Leader’s | IR2026/056
Office




FOR MINISTER’S OFFICE USE

Ref no. Date due to Statutory Requester Subject
MoR office deadline
260IA2098 13/04/2026 | 20/04/2026 [9(2)(@) Copies of IR2026/034,
BN2026/042, and
IR2026/024
NZ Herald
260IA2109 14/04/2026 21/04/2026 Member of the Copies of briefing papers
public and advice provided by
Inland Revenue officials to
ministers between 1
January 2017 and 31
December 2025 on the
taxation of embedded
royalties
260IA2115 15/04/2026 | 22/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Copy of IR2026/056
NZ Herald
260IA2117 15/04/2026 22/04/2026 Member of the Briefing papers or other
public advice provided by officials
to Ministers regarding
whether New Zealand
should adopt Public Country
by Country Reporting from
1 Jan 2018 to 31 Dec 2025
260IA2099 17/04/2026 | 20/04/2026 | Via FYI.org.nz Analysis on the use of the
tax system to address food
affordability in NZ
260IA2127 17/04/2026 | 24/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Copies of IR2026/034,
BN2026/042, IR2026/032,
Newsroom BN2026/060, and
IR2026/056
260IA2133 21/04/2026 | 28/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Copies of BN2026/042,
IR2026/032, and
NBR IR2026/016
260IA2119 22/04/2026 | 23/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Inland Revenue's use of the

NZME

Genesys conversation
summarisation tool




FOR MINISTER’S OFFICE USE

Ref no. Date due to Statutory Requester Subject
MoR office deadline
2601A2121 22/04/2026 | 23/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Gross and net PIE tax data
for every financial year from
Investment inception until the most
News recent period (probably
2024/25 but if you have
2025/26 numbers, even
preliminary, I'd like that
too.)
260IA2130 23/04/2026 | 24/04/2026 |9(2)(@) Follow up request to
confirm whether, as part of
NZ Taxpayers’ the Maori Whanau Network
Union meetings, IRD allows paid
staff time to be used for the
waiata or karakia groups
260IA2135 24/04/2026 | 28/04/2026 |9(2)(@) All documents, records
and communications related
RNZ to a cross-Government task

force formed in
approximately 2004 to
investigate allegations of
fraud and slavery by
Phenomena Academy






