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New topical issues 

Policy 

Petition of Nicola 
Harris: Improve 
non-payment 
compliance and 
reviews in the 
Child Support Act 
1991 

The Petitions Committee has invited Inland Revenue to submit on a 
petition from Nicola Harris seeking changes to the Child Support Act 
1991 (The Act). The petition proposes redirecting penalties for non-
compliance to the receiving carer, strengthening Inland Revenue’s 
enforcement powers, and changing administrative review processes, 
including income estimations, and ground 8 (income earning capacity 
and financial resources) reviews. The petition received 463 signatures 
and was presented to the Committee on 12 November 2025. 
Inland Revenue’s submission aligns with established policy settings and 
previously published advice on the operation of the child support 
scheme. It explains that the Act is designed to support timely payment 
across a wide range of circumstances, with penalties and enforcement 
tools playing a supporting role by encouraging engagement and 
sustained compliance. Inland Revenue applies a graduated enforcement 
approach, with stronger action available where appropriate.  
The submission also notes that current income estimation and review 
settings balance complexity with timely decision making, and that the 
changes proposed would be likely to increase delay, cost, and 
administrative burden without improving outcomes.  

Officials are currently drafting a GST officials’ issues paper to consult on 
a range of current GST issues and policy options to address them 
(IR2025/394 refers). Subject to Ministerial/Cabinet approval, the issues 
paper is currently due to be released in the second quarter of 2026. A 
draft of the issues paper will be provided to you in late April.  
In advance of providing the draft issues paper, officials wish to seek 
your views on including certain topics in the issues paper.  
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