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From: Wim Rosloot 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:35 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Calle Kabo 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:08 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

I fled from Sweden almost two years ago. It's high taxes and social engineering taxes made it unbearable for 
me to stay. I moved to New Zealand for it's comparatively low taxes and less regulation. In New Zealand 
citizens are treated as responsible, thinking individuals. In Sweden they're treated like subjects, not knowing 
what's best for them. Please defend New Zealanders right to stay free in their economic and personal 
liberties. God defend our free land. 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
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productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 
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Yours sincerely, 
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From: Phil McKenzie 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:24 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (including those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

GST on licenses,levies,road user charges  

I submit that applying GST to various government-required licenses, levies and road user charges amounts 
to a "Double-Jeopardy" situation which is morally wrong, legally questionable and encourages people to 
delay and/or avoid payment.  

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: karen walron 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:24 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Sally Hitchcox 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:09 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments.  We already have Capital Gains taxes with the FIF regime and current land tax 
legislation.  Further Capital Gains taxes further complicates the tax system and the only winners are 
accountants. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. This will make GST more complex increasing the 
compliance costs - the only winners in this are Accountants 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Ella Clement 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:05 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld, and we do everything we can to reverse the 
damage done by the National parlimentarians. 

The increase of our food taxes I feel is a huge problem and more than likely the biggest mistake ever 
introduced by the previous government, as it is ruinous to every household and business in New Zealand to 
one extend or another.  

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

These are some of the extreemely relevant issues that affect so many New Zelanders and need to be either 
adressed or reversed; 

1. Where new taxes are recommended, the Tax Working Group should make them revenue neutral – i.e. 
balanced with tax cuts in other areas. 

2. No taxation without indexation: we call for income tax thresholds to be indexed to changes in average 
earnings or, at minimum inflation (as happens in Canada). This would end fiscal drag (also called 'bracket 
creep'). 

3. We call for the company tax rate to be cut for all businesses rather than cutting tax rates for smaller 
businesses (as the Working Group’s Background Paper proposed). Having multiple levels of company tax 
would create perverse incentives. 

4. We call for full tax deductibility for businesses’ capital spending within the first year of purchase to 
increase incentives to invest in capital and productivity, and increase wages. 

5. The loophole allowing charity-owned businesses (such as those owned by churches and iwi even when 
none of the profits are used for the 'charitable' purpose) to operate tax-free should be closed. 

6. Similarly, Māori Authority-owned businesses should operate under the same tax rate as their competitors 
paying 28% income tax - and not be allowed pay the special 17.5% rate. 

7. We explain why introducing a complex Australian-style capital gains tax would be a step backwards and 
bad for investment, growth and employment. 
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8. On retirement investment, we say taxpayers should be allowed to deduct inflation from taxable interest 
income. 

9. Any environmental tax proposals should (in addition to being revenue neutral) be sector neutral – i.e. 
politicians should refrain from targeting specific industries. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco, and strongly 
recommend reversing the food taxes and tobacco taxes introduced by National. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Ella Clement 
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From: Susan Padgett 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 7:05 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Nick Robertson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 6:39 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 
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From: Stein Nick 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 6:19 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]



21

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Colin Anderson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 5:44 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Timothy Stubbs 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 5:29 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be honoured in spirit, fact and with no prevarication.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced within the same timeframe as the new tax or 
rate hike to fully compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned for it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating that any income tax threshold adjustments be 
indexed to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral and have no negative impact on the productivity of the business activity being taxed. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Piet Radford 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 5:25 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of cutting rates just for smaller businesses and thus creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group pursue the expansion of behavioural taxes,  outlining the health and 
financial damage inflicted on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I support the introduction of a sugar tax as it is equivalent to an addictive and dangerous 
drug,  I STRONGLY SUPPORT increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Piet Radford 
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From: Donald Crump 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 5:08 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Michael Kerr 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 4:55 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: edward hilson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 4:55 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Stan Rinaldi 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 4:48 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. In considering a capital gains tax I urge the working group to include in its 
assessment a full and detailed analysis of the costs of such a tax, including the unproductive time spent by 
taxpayers and advisors on completing this aspect of tax returns. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

S I Rinaldi 
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From: Llew Narraway 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 4:45 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Keith Hay 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 4:25 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Keith Hay 
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From: Nigel Hunt 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 4:25 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Karl-Heinz Kammler 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 3:55 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in inflation. I note that many government benefits and entitlements are indexed — income tax 
thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Most of the tax shortfall on the business tax would be recovered when dividends are taxed at the personal 
tax rate. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first 
three years of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

[1]
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There wold be a case for allowing even faster depreciation if the investment is done in economically 
deprived areas. (This was successfully done in West Germnay and West Berlin when Germany was still 
divided, because this left aeras along the demacation line severely depressed.) 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

However, the existing time frame for taxing capital gains from real estate should be extented to ten years. 

Yours sincerely, 

Karl-Heinz Kammler 
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From: Andrew Reid 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 3:49 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Overseas Shares and the FDR Rules 

Overseas shares should be treated identically to domestic shares from a tax perspective. The 5% FDR rate 
used to determine the payable tax is too harsh as dividend yields are substantially lower in overseas 
sharemarkets. This has resulted in people paying tax on something they never received which has to be one 
of the most unfair taxes ever devised. Even worse the 'quick sale' rules mean that capital gains are taxed, if 
shares are bought and sold within the tax year, but capital losses are not deducted once the cumulative 
capital gain reaches a balance of zero. I am aware of many examples where people quit their overseas 
shareholdings when these rules came in and put their money into rental property. These rules have distorted 
peoples investing behaviour and contributed to the huge increases in property values seen in the last 10 
years. 

I submit that international shares are taxed in an identical fashion to domestic shares. If the tax working 
group wants to persist with the current FDR rules, then the FDR rate should be decreased to 3% which is 
much closer to acheivable yields for many investors. This would help to reduce the distortions in favour of 
rental property as an investment class. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 
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Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr. Andrew Reid MBChB, FANZCA, DipArts 
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From: Marian Leef 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 3:45 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Debby Baillie 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 3:45 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Debby Baillie 
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From: Ben Dick 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 2:45 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ben Dick 
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From: Michael Hunt 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 2:39 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Michael Hunt 
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From: Peter Bloy 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 2:35 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Tom Nankivell 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 2:05 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Chris Rich 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 2:05 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Chris Rich 
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From: Jenny Jones 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:59 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jenny Jones 
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From: Guy Pettingell 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:45 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Telling people how they should live is NOT the government's job. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Guy Pettingell 
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From: Claire Cruttwell 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:35 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Claire Cruttwell 
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From: Stephen Cruttwell 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:35 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Stephen Cruttwell 
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From: Lindsay Harris 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:29 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Alan Kemp 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:25 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

A.M.Kemp 
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From: neville gadd 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:19 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

  

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Lindsay Fergusson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:15 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lindsay Fergusson 
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From: Richard Hurst 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:15 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Glenn Stempher 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 12:59 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Tony Allen 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 12:55 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

  

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes and bank accounts, etc.) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just 
reflects the effects of inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

I also submit that premiums paid for medical insurance should be tax deductable to encourage medical 
insurance and reduce the load on the public health system. 

  

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Kevin Ihaka 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 12:45 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Denise Lawrence 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 12:35 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Denise Lawrence 
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From: Megan Piripi 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 12:18 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Taxes on savings 
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We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

  

Yours sincerely, 

Megan Piripi 
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From: Leanne Markus 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 12:14 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy.   It encourages companies to leave profits offshore in lower tax jurisdictions.  

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
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unproductive investments.     The existing tax regime provides for taxation of profits from capital gains on 
housing except for family residences - this should be properly enforced.  To add a capital gains tax to 
investments would discourage retirement savings.  

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

"Value Increase Capture" 

The proposed value capture levy on property whose value is affected by transport or other taxpayer funded 
initiaves is a tax. Further it is totally impractical, impossible to administer fairly and therefore likely to cost 
more to administer than would be gained.  Worse it is a direct disincentive to major development investment 
which typically involve such infrastructure initiatives.  

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Leanne Markus 
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From: Corallyn Newman 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 12:06 PM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Carolynn Harris 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:56 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Carolynn Harris 
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From: Rex Brady 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:49 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Pauline Kean 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:45 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Richard Burton 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:45 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Rental Property Taxation 

I think that you should tax gross rentals at the gst rate or say 20% so no deductions re interest( 
probably allows for some  gearing  etc so that treated the same as tax on interest on saving in bonds 
and bank deposits and , tax on  dividends on share held in nz or overseas . 

IMMIGRATION INFRASTRUCTURE TAXATION 

New immigates  should pay an infrastucture contibution of vaue of nz inc divided by numer of kiwis 
say $200,000  Payable in lumps sum or an additional 5% tax with  a minimim of say 5k  per year until 
paid off and not refundable if one moves off to Australia or back home. Maybe after 20 or 30 years of 
work we could make a transfer to there  kiwi saver account of part of it  

COMPANT TAX  

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 
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Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 
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Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Barbara Delaney 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:39 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

 I am Atheist along with 50% of New Zealander. Why hasn't the amount of taxes for religious charities not 
been reduced by at least half, to be more represented of the amount that are religious. We need more 
information and transparency on how much money is given and who decides the amount and why with less 
kiwis even going to church it need to continue. Please some common sense. 

 
The council who wants to increase our petrol tax need to rethink this tax by considering the amount of rate 
tax that religious NEVER pay I am and all other nons are expected to subside church property through my 
rates, how unfair is that? Give the people of NZ a chance to have a voice on; why are atheist tax payer 
forced to support religious charities the answer will surprize you. Give us an opt in or opt out option on our 
rates. Other countries with less people supporting religion every year changed their laws. Canada recently 
now taxes churches. 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Why isn't the government going after big corporations and making then pay their fair share of tax ? 

  

Expensing of capital 

[1]
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The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities  

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Tax avoidance with religious business 

This is loathing to most NZ religion using their charity status to avoid paying taxes. Why was this ever 
allowed? There are so many of them I don’t know where to start but this law needs to be changed. Wheatbix 
is an example of religious privilege not having to compete with other companies that pay tax that produce 
breakfast cereals.I submit that the Government should implement a tax. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Glory Vale takes millions of tax pay dollars to push their religious cult and the NZ government turn the 
other way. As a woman I can’t believe anyone could think it was ok to let these young girls have numerous 
kids get straight on welfare and are deemed only able to cook and clean. Modern slavery from a cult that has 
brain washed from a very early age.I submit that the Government should implement a tax on the cult and 
their Business. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 
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I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Barbara Delaney 
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From: Terence LITTLE 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:19 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Berend de Boer 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:09 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Vaughan Giles 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:05 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

At the same time I submit that full capital expensing be withdrawn from persons in the same family or 
business partners (ie. transferral of business ownership), to prevent this potential benefit from being abused. 

[1]
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Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax, except for those who own 3 or more 
properties for the purpose of investment. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. I have personally 
experienced this, having seen it with those I've grown-up with. It means they simply pay more and get less - 
this has been well documented world-wide; such as Sweden fo instance. It is very good for growing the 
government coffers, but at the same time you should deeply think on the impact as well as where the 
resulting "tax wealth" would get spent. 

Esentially, the communities most-affected would never see the light of day for the funds gathered. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. Teach those 
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who are the most-affected how to cook decent meals and show them how they can do it WITH their 
communities and you will personally see a positive affect - making the communities in question more 
social, closer and improving the general health and well-being of everyone. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Vaughan Giles. 
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From: Glenys Hoffmann 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:06 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Tony Bates 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 11:05 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: kerry weeks 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:55 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: James Grigg 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:39 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. Beware of the 
unintended consequences of an unbalanced system. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

I submit that household income should become the new measure, not individual incomes. Balancing out 
income between spouses to obtain a fair measure of the overall income to a household would be a fairer 
system.  

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
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productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. I cannot understand 
how such a racially divisive policy was ever allowed to be implemented in the first instance. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

Capital gains on rental investment property is another distortion that cannot be allowed. Treating asset 
classes differently like this will create an even more severe shortage of rental properties. I submit that the 
newly imposed 5-year bright line test is a capital gains tax by another name and indeed that it is a fairer way 
of ensuring speculators are identified and properly taxed as opposed to long term investors.  

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I work as a mortgage broker and because of the tax on savings I usually recommend people pay down their 
mortgages rather than have savings as the opportunity cost is too high. If you want to encourage domestic 
saving you need to incentivise this by allowing a more reasonable tax on savings. This may produce the 
result of more capital available for productive enterprises rather than property investment. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Yours sincerely, 

James Grigg 
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From: Heather Courtney 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:39 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Heather Courtney 
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From: jane Nicholson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:35 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]



128

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jane Nicholson 
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From: David Laws 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:29 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

David Laws 
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From: Melissa Hidvegi 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:25 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Gary Langridge 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:19 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Gary Langridge 
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From: Lesley Munro 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:09 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

  

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Lesley Munro 
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From: Cole Ryan 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:06 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Malcolm Anderson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 10:06 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Grant Diggle 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:49 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Simon Turner 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:44 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Karen Hudes 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:44 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

I do not live in New Zealand; however I represent New Zealand and the other members of the World Bank 
and IMF on the Board of Governors of the World Bank and IMF.  I have been in contact with your 
embassies in New York, Washington, and Tokyo for many years and have requested your Government to 
accept the monetary gold reserves of New Zealand for minting currency to replace the fiat currency that is 
now used in New Zealand.  I have also requested that all interest payments on country debt, including New 
Zealand's be offset against the 2 quadrillion that your Central Bank and all other Central Banks of the 
countries currently owe.  You see, interest on indebtedness is a scam.  

The tax which your Government is collecting is a scam and does not pay for the services that your 
government finances.  This money is raised by human trafficking, the sale of drugs, and other illegal 
activities. 

I am sending you the Minutes of the last Spring Meetings of the World Bank and IMF which have been 
approved by all of the governments on Earth. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/khudes/lspringmeeting2018.pdf 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Michael Jamieson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:35 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 
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A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Michael Jamieson 
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From: David van Deventer 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:35 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

To Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This submission supports Sir Michael'statement that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more 
revenue for the Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

I submit that the Working Group should identify spreading the tax burden fairly between all taxpayers and 
off-set new or higher taxes with reduction is other areas. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

Revise company tax rates downwards to counter our low-investment, low-productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small, or to encourage wasteful avoidance 
behaviour. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups (e.g. Ethnic or 
Religious groups) competitive advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 
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I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

I submit that the Government should only consider a tax if it can be kept simple, broadbased and fair. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving.  The reduction in revenue could be off-set by capital gains tax 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

David van Deventer 
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From: John Murray 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:35 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]



153

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Although this is a pro forma submission I agree with all the points made. 

Yours sincerely, 

John Murray 
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From: John Harrison 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:29 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Dave Stringer 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:25 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Angela Banks 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:19 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. It is also taxing profit from income that has already been taxed. This doesn't encourage savings ... 
give savings some incentives 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Angela Banks 
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From: Trena Jacomb 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 9:15 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely 

Trena Jacomb 
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From: Don Nightingale 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:55 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]



165

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

 



166

From: Stephen Smith 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:45 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Andrew Knobloch 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:35 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Andrew Knobloch 
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From: Jennifer Duggan 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:29 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Laurie Leech 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:25 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Jane Weikart 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:25 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

In addition to the nine points made by the Taxpayers' Union, all of which I support, I would like to 
point out that past government efforts at "fairness" such as the 'Fair Dividend Rate' currently 
imposed (by Michael Cullen) on foreign shareholdings are anything but equitable and, worse, 
introduce perverse financial incentives...in this case a disincentive to invest in offshore earnings due to 
the added cost and complication of holding foreign equities.  There is no quibble over a tax on 
dividends actually received (other than perhaps the rate) but tax on unrealised gains via, in this case a 
highly theoretical formula, is inefficient and demonstratably counterproductive.  Consideration of 
various forms of wealth redistribution risk overlooking the opportuniity for New Zealand to 
differentiate itself among nations as a fine place to live (which it generally is already) but also a great 
p lace to create, innovate, and build businesses aided by a tolerance for capital accumulation. 

Just think about it. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Taxpayer Union Tax Points 

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 
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I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 
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Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Jane Weikart 
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From: Dennis Collier 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:25 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dennis Garry Collier 
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From: Sally Perfect 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:25 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors.  This is a racist policy 
and needs to be rectified! 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco and alcohol excise. 

Taxing people because of government department overspending is ridiculous!! It's our hard earned money 
that you're wasting and throwing more of OUR hard earned money at rubbish ideas to cover your asses is 
just Bull!  Maybe instead of expecting the people that work in this country to have to severely budget just to 
cover costs and stupid taxes, the government instead should BUDGET themselves, then you wouldn't 
require more money and you might just stop this endless wastage. 

Fed Up Tax Payer, 
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From: Mary Davenport 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 8:19 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Eric Brereton 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 7:55 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Eric Brereton 
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From: Alfred Wilkes 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 7:55 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 

[1]



188

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ernie Wilkes 
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From: ALAN PERCY 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 7:35 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

To Members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Robert Hookway 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 7:19 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Robert Hookway 
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From: arlo upton 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 7:15 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

Dr Arlo Upton. 
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From: Dave Adams 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 6:25 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Iain Colligan 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 6:05 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

Iain 
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From: Benjamin Jamieson 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 3:49 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

NO FURTHER CAPITAL GAINS TAXES! The bright line test works. 

  

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 
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Maori Authorities and charities 

New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Nayan Mistry 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 3:29 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 
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From: Pascoal Rodrigues 
Sent: Friday, 27 April 2018 1:09 AM
To: TWG Submissions
Subject: Submission to Tax Working Group

Dear Sir Michael and members of the Tax Working Group, 

This is a submission on the future of tax in New Zealand, with particular reference to the proposals and 
questions set out in the Working Group’s Background Paper. 

Sir Michael has said that the Tax Working Group is not about how to raise more revenue for the 
Government. I submit that this promise should be upheld.  

Revenue neutrality 

Where new taxes and tax hikes are recommended by the Working Group, I submit that the Working Group 
should identify other areas where the burden can be reduced to compensate taxpayers. 

Bracket creep / fiscal drag 

The effect of inflation pushing taxpayers into higher income tax brackets is a dishonest policy that allows 
politicians to tax New Zealanders harder, without ever having campaigned on it. 

I submit that the Working Group recommend legislating annual income tax threshold adjustments indexed 
to changes in average earnings, or, at minimum, inflation. I note that many government benefits and 
entitlements are indexed — income tax thresholds should be no different. 

Company taxation 

New Zealand has one of the highest company tax rates in the OECD. The result is a low-investment, low-
productivity economy. 

I submit that if the Government is interested in encouraging greater investment and growth in our 
productive sector, it should cut the headline business rate. This is preferable to the Background Paper’s 
proposal of just cutting rates just for smaller businesses, creating a two-tier business tax regime with the 
associated complexities and incentives for business to stay small. 

Expensing of capital 

The Government must be committed to increasing New Zealand’s productivity and allowing for greater 
growth in incomes.  

I submit that the Working Group recommend allowing businesses full capital expensing within the first year 
of capital purchase. This would increase incentives for business to invest in capital (accelerating 
productivity growth) and increase wages (productivity growth is the most relevant factor in determining 
income growth). 

Maori Authorities and charities 
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New Zealand’s company tax system should not include loopholes that give certain groups competitive 
advantages. 

I submit that the 17.5% income tax rate for Maori Authorities should be abolished – so that Maori 
Authorities are not provided with a cash flow advantage over non-Maori competitors. 

I submit that companies owned by charities should only be allowed to have the charitable tax deduction for 
profits actually distributed back to the parent charity, or specifically applied to the charitable purpose of the 
parent. 

Capital gains tax 

A tax on capital gains would discourage investment, stifling wage growth and distorting the economy. It 
would also cause a ‘lock-in’ effect, meaning investors would be discouraged from shifting capital out of 
unproductive investments. 

I submit that the Government should not implement such a tax. 

Taxes on savings 

We should not allow the tax system to discourage saving. Savers (namely those with retirement funds and 
investment schemes) currently pay tax on ‘interest’ that, in practice, partially just reflects the effects of 
inflation. 

I submit that we should allow taxpayers to deduct inflation from taxable income earned via long term 
saving. 

Environmental taxes 

I submit that any proposed environmental taxes should come with recommendations which make them 
revenue neutral. 

I submit that any taxes on water should operate in a similar way to water rights pricing and be sector neutral 
– politicians should avoid targeting specific industries or uses of water. 

As an alternative to recommending specific environmental taxes, I submit that the Working Group develop 
an objective framework for future proposed environmental taxes to be measured against. 

Lifestyle taxes 

I submit that the Working Group recommend against the expansion of behavioural taxes, and instead outline 
the regressive financial damage they inflict on our most vulnerable communities. 

Specifically: I oppose the introduction of a sugar tax, a fat tax, or any other form of additional tax on food 
products. I oppose varying GST for different products. I oppose increases to tobacco excise. 

Beyond the points made above, I endorse the broader submission made by the New Zealand Taxpayers’ 
Union. 

Yours sincerely, 

  

 


